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CITY OF SEVERY 

 REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

October 5th, 2020 

 7:00 PM AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

 

Guests: Jerrid Baumgartel, Robin Wunderlich, Kathie Newman, Patrick Romans, 

Tessa Riggs 

Council present: Mayor Tom Eubank, Lyle Riggs, Marc Warren, Ronald Robert, City 

Clerk Casandra Myers, Water Superintendent Paul Schmidt, Treasurer Cindy 

Frakes 

Absent: Tom Noll, Donna Wiss 

Mayor Tom Eubank called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

Director of the Food Bank at the Nazarene church in Severy, Kathie Newman, was 

present.  Newman informed the Council that the Salvation Army has offered 

winter clothing (i.e. coats, shoes, etc.) to be given away for free.  The items would 

be offered through November and December a couple of days each week.  

Newman wondered if the City would allow her to utilize the old bank as a 

distribution center.  The Council had reservations about using the old bank due to 

it not having heat.  Mayor Eubank brought up using the ambulance barn for the 

distribution center.  The Council and Newman agreed to use the ambulance barn. 

September’s minutes were reviewed.  Councilman Robert made a motion to 

approve the minutes.  Councilman Warren 2nd.  The motion passed 3-0.  

The monthly bills were reviewed.  Councilman Riggs made a motion to approve 

the bills. Councilman Robert 2nd the motion.  The motion passed 3-0 
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Treasurer Cindy Frakes gave the treasurer’s report.  Councilman Warren made a 

motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Councilman Riggs 2nd.  The motion 

passed 3-0 

Water Superintendent Paul Schmidt gave the Water Superintendent’s Report.  

Schmidt informed the Council that the Phase I engineering has been approved by 

the state. 

Schmidt stated that he needs to get an electrician at the plant due to a breaker 

that keeps blowing.  He also needs to get a heater technician for the flue pipes 

and the thermostat. 

The SCADA system is still having issues.  Schmidt is doing what he can to keep it 

working until the plant upgrade is complete. 

Schmidt let the Council know that he will be flushing hydrants soon 

There was a sewer inspection in September.  The inspection went well.  The 

overflow in Salt Creek needs to be fixed. 

A tree came down on a fence at the lagoon.  Due to needing to cut the tree down 

Schmidt had the old chainsaws repaired.  During the process of cutting the tree 

down the old chainsaws completely stopped working.  Schmidt asked to be able 

to go above his limit of $200 to get a good chainsaw.  The Council agreed that a 

good chainsaw would go over Schmidt’s limit. 

The sewer was plugged on north Park Ave.  Schmidt had to call JT’s Plumbing to 

help resolve the issue. 

Schmidt asked if we could get larger dumpsters across from City Hall due to the 

overfilling.  Clerk Myers stated she would find out. 

Roads are doing well.  People have been commenting about being happy with 

them.   

Signposts for surveillance signs are put in.  The signs will be put on soon.  Cameras 

will be put up later.    
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Councilman Robert asked how to fix the shelter houses.  Schmidt isn’t certain.  He 

might have to call someone to fix them. 

Councilman Robert made a motion to accept the Water Superintendent’s Report.  

Councilman Riggs 2nd.  The motion passed 3-0 

Myers informed the Council that  Mike Younger from EBH engineering was not 

able to attend this meeting but wanted to know if it would be possible to have a 

special meeting to discuss APAC’s bid proposal to move forward with Phase I of 

the Water Plant upgrades.  Councilman Riggs made a motion to hold a special 

meeting on Wednesday, 10/14/20 at 7:00 pm with EBH Engineering to discuss 

APAC’s bid proposal.  Councilman Robert 2nd the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 

Councilman Riggs asked about the water drainage issue at the north lift station.  

Councilman Warren talked to the owner of the property.  The City was given 

permission to access the property to fix the drainage issue at the north lift station.  

Riggs also wondered if it might be possible to install a jumper station between 

Park St and Kansas Ave.  A jumper station might help to eliminate or at least 

alleviate some of the issues with pumps going out all the time.  Riggs thought the 

Council might want to put a jumper station installation in the budget.  Roland 

Meisch would be someone to talk to about pouring the concrete box that would 

be needed. 

Riggs would also like to put a calcium chloride solution on the roads to help 

lighten some of the dust problems with the roads.  Nothing was decided. 

Councilman Robert made a motion to go into executive session at 7:59 pm to 

discuss personnel pertaining to application review and possible new hire.  

Councilman Riggs 2nd the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Clerk Myers was asked 

to enter the session at 8:08 pm.  Regular session resumed at 8:19 pm.  No 

decisions had been made.  Councilman Robert made a motion to go back in to 

executive session until 8:30 pm.  Councilman Riggs 2nd the motion.  The motion 

passed 3-0.  Clerk Myers was asked to enter the session at 8:21 pm.  Myers left at 

8:22 pm.  Patrick Romans was asked to enter the session at 8:22 pm.  Regular 

session resumed at 8:30 pm.  No decisions had been made. 
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Councilman Robert made a motion to hire Pat Romans as part-time help at 

$10/hour up to 29 hours/week.  Councilman Warren 2nd the motion.  The motion 

passed 3-0 

Councilman Warren made a motion to advertise for a part-time City Clerk position 

that would eventually transition to full-time.  Councilman Riggs 2nd the motion.  

The motion passed 3-0 

There was discussion about a water bill of a customer that was higher than 

normal.  It was decided that the customer would pay their usual water bill 

amount until the issue could be investigated. 

Councilman Robert made a Motion to adjourn.  Councilman Warren 2nd.  The 

motion passed 3-0    

 


