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CITY OF SEVERY 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 7, 2022 

7:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

Present: Mayor Donna Wiss, Council President Marc Warren, Lyle Riggs, Rodger Kraft, Ron Robert, Kevin 

Klepper, Clerk Tessa Riggs, Treasurer Casandra Myers and Water Superintendent Paul Schmidt 

Absent – Councilman Kevin Klepper 

Guest – Mila Whittaker 

Guest via Zoom – City Attorney Alleen VanBebber 

Mayor Wiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance was cited and roll call was done. 

Councilman Riggs made a motion to accept the minutes.  Wiss had a few questions regarding last month’s 

minutes due to her absence.  Robert 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Riggs made a motion to approve the bills.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Treasurer Myers presented the treasurer’s report. Robert made a motion to accept the report as presented.  

Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Schmidt gave his monthly report.  The city pump that went out, Schmidt received one bid at approximately 

$16,000.00.  Clerk Riggs did some researching for another company and received a bid for a little under 

$8,000.00.  Riggs spoke with the company, and it is food grade and should mount right up to what Schmidt is 

needing.   Riggs also reached out to two more companies and neither one responded back.  The only 

difference with the two bids were the more expensive one could be here in 2-3 weeks or the smaller bid, the 

pump would be available 16-20 weeks.    On the antenna, we cannot use the tower due to that being under a 

contract with Kwikom.  Since Kwikom has not responded to coming out and giving us the service, another 

company has asked if they could put up internet at the water plant.  Schmidt said where the new company is 



wanting to put it, he is going to contact the state again to verify that the location is okay.  VanBebber 

suggested not to proceed until the city has something in writing.  Schmidt must get approval from the state.   

VanBebber said once it is approved from the state, she will get with Schmidt and have something in writing, 

so the city does not run in another problem.  Schmidt has all the parts for the salt creek pump except for a 3” 

pipe.  Schmidt stated it will be installed soon.  Mayor Wiss asked if this was on the schedule to get this 

completed.  Schmidt said it is on the schedule and the part time employee that was not to leave until the end 

of the year has now left as of November 3rd.  The new part time employee will not be able to come full-time 

until Spring due to his schedule with his 2nd job. Robert offered to help if need be.  Schmidt will help with 

reading meters also so water bills can get out on time. The sewers are all doing okay.  The fence has been 

taken down at the lagoons and Schmidt needs to put in rock.  New employee is doing some road work and 

getting more comfortable with the equipment.  A few more culverts have been installed.  Robert asked about 

the Mahindra repairs.  Schmidt stated the Mahindra had a bent push rod, Kevin Craig has got it back up and 

running, but it does have an exhaust leak.  The back window of the backhoe busted out and a new one has 

been installed.  The Kubota tires have been ordered; Schmidt will get those put on at the co-op.  Robert 

asked if the equipment has been winterized yet due to colder weather moving in.  Schmidt mentioned the 

mower is the only thing so far that is ready for winter.   

Clerk Riggs received a phone call from Foley regarding the invoice she paid for almost $2,900.00 was paid in 

error.  Foley had made a mistake and charged the city for the service they had just completed on the 

backhoe.  Councilman Riggs spoke with the salesman from Foley and since the city only services the machine 

once a year, the gentleman asked if the city would like to have a credit on the account or a refund.  

Councilman Riggs requested to get a refund and do the service agreement during the correct year with the 

right budget. 

Under new business, guest Mila Whittaker requested when the culverts were being installed, she asked for a 

12’ to be able to pull her camper in and out and was quoted $300-$500. Since her culvert is now installed, 

she was shocked when she received her invoice. Whittaker was charged in error for some footage on the 

alley and should not have been.  Councilman Riggs did go measure the culvert and mentioned it is obvious 

that the electric poles on each side of the alley and in between them is 18’.  So, there is 30’ on Whittaker and 

18’ on the city.  Ms. Whittaker does agree to the adjustment of a 30’ culvert.  Clerk Riggs will send out a new 

invoice with the corrected amount.  Council thanked Whittaker for bringing the issue to the council.   



Schmidt asked the council if he has approval to order the city pump.  Councilman Riggs asked if the city could 

save $8,000.00 by waiting 16-20 weeks on the 2nd quote.  Robert wanted to know if we should get it on 

order.  Clerk Riggs mentioned the pump does not need to be paid for until we receive it. Robert made a 

motion to take the quote from Douglas Pump and get it ordered.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0.  

Kraft made a motion to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Riggs 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

 


