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CITY OF SEVERY 

 REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

March 2nd, 2020 

 7:00 PM AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

 

Guests: Ed Cornett, Ken Kierl, Tessa Riggs, Jerrid Baumgartel 

Council present: Mayor Tom Eubank, Lyle Riggs, Ronald Robert, Donna Wiss, 

Tommy Noll, Marc Warren, Water Superintendent Paul Schmidt, City Clerk 

Casandra Myers 

Absent: Treasurer Cindy Frakes 

Mayor Tom Eubank called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. 

Miles Bidwell and Ken Kierl were contacted regarding the possibility of becoming 

the Enforcing Officer for the City of Severy.  Ken Kierl was present at the meeting 

to discuss the topic further.  Councilman Wiss felt that Kierl was best suited for 

the job due to prior experience.  There was discussion between the Council and 

Mr. Kierl regarding duties and possible pay. 

Councilman Riggs made a motion to appoint Ken Kierl to the position of Enforcing 

officer with the pay rate of minimum wage.  Hours to be worked are as yet 

unknown.  Councilman Warren 2nd the motion.  The motion passed 5-0 

Councilman Robert made a motion to pass Ordinance 433 with Ken Kierl as the 

Enforcing Officer.  Councilman Noll 2nd.  The motion passed 5-0 

February’s minutes were reviewed.  Councilman Noll made a motion to approve 

the minutes.  Councilman Robert 2nd.  The motion passed 5-0 
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The bills were reviewed.  Councilman Robert made a motion to approve the bills. 

LT Services bill is to be included.  Councilman Noll 2nd the motion.  The motion 

passed 5-0 

Treasurer Cindy Frakes was absent.  City Clerk Myers read the treasurer’s report.  

Councilman Riggs made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Councilman 

Warren 2nd.  The motion passed 5-0 

Superintendent Paul Schmidt gave his report.   

Schmidt has pumped out the water of the grave at the cemetery again.  Schmidt is 

waiting on the mortuary to get the grave completed and filled in.  The Council 

informed Schmidt that he needs to let the funeral home know that if things aren’t 

completed, the City will go to the State with the issue. 

Schmidt completed the year end report.  The report shows more water was sold 

than was made.  The meter at the plant is not working correctly.  He is in the 

process of changing out the meter.  Schmidt is expecting the cost to fix it to be 

around $1000.  There is also a valve at the plant that is going bad.  It could be an 

expensive fix.  The Council approved Schmidt purchasing the valve. 

The deficiencies that were noted in the inspection from 2019 have been 

completed or are in process 

There was one blockage in the sewer on North street.  Roots were in the line as 

well as the manhole.  The property owners hired a plumber to fix the issue.  The 

City might be responsible for a portion of the bill due to roots being in the 

manhole. 

Steve Signer and Kevin Craig have been working on the roads.  The road 

conditions have been improving when weather permits them to work.  The 

whistle at Miles Bidwell’s house is clogged by rots.  It needs to be replaced.  The 

asphalt drive is covering the whistle so some of it will need to be torn up to take 

care of the problem. 

The water conference will be held the 24th – 26th of March.  Schmidt will be 

attending.  Doug Josephson will be taking care of the plant in his absence. 
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Josephson has plans to retire at the age of 80.  That is a year and a half from now.  

The City needs to be looking for a replacement for him.  Josephson takes care of 

the plant on the days that Schmidt is not available.  This include weekends, 

holiday, vacation, sick days, etc.  Josephson also takes care of monthly meter 

readings as well as the mowing. 

City Clerk Myers discussed a website designer that had issued a proposal to the 

City of Severy for an initial setup fee of $1,218 and $519 the 2nd and subsequent 

years.  The Council thought that it would be a good idea if bill pay would be 

available through the website.  

The West Elk after-prom committee is asking for donations.  Councilman Wiss 

made a motion to donate $100 to the West Elk after-prom committee.  

Councilman Robert 2nd.  The motion passed 5-0 

Councilman Wiss asked about how EBH is working on the compliance order.  

Schmidt informed her that the chemicals are being changed to get the City into 

compliance.  This will help to keep the City up to date with the compliance order. 

Councilman Warren asked about where Chief Baumgartel is at with ATMOS about 

the electric as well as starting the concrete pad for the new addition to the fire 

department.  Baumgartel stated that he plans on starting in April. 

Councilman Riggs told the Council that there is a possibility that the CO-OP will 

move the spraying rig to Fredonia.  Riggs purchased a spray rig and plans on the 

possibility of running his own spraying operation.  Due to this development, Riggs 

wondered if the City would be open to purchasing a flow meter and back flow 

preventer so that he could purchase water through the City.  This would not only 

benefit him.  The City has sold bulk water to multiple agencies.  The purchase of 

the flow meter and back flow preventer would allow for more accurate tracking 

of gallons of water sold.  Which would allow more accurate billing 

Councilman Robert made a motion to purchase a flow meter and back flow 

preventer.  The cost is not to exceed $1600.  Councilman Warren 2nd.  The motion 

passed 5-0 
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Councilman Robert made a motion to charge $9.00/1000 Gallons for bulk water 

out of the hydrant.  Councilman Wiss 2nd.  The motion passed 5-0 

Councilman Robert told the Council that people are appreciating the roadwork 

that is being done.  Robert would also like to find out who added items to the 

shooting range.  Many people are appreciative and would like to be able to thank 

them.   

Tessa Riggs found a website that shows who owns, or at least pays property taxes, 

on the properties in Severy.  It also shows how many lots are owned.  The Council 

felt this would be very useful when enforcing certain ordinances. 

Councilman Noll made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Warren 2nd.  The motion 

passed 5-0    

 

 

 




