
City of Severy June 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes 

CITY OF SEVERY 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

JUNE 6, 2022 

7:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

Council Present: Mayor Wiss, Council President Marc Warren, Lyle Riggs, Rodger Kraft, Kevin Klepper, Ron 

Robert, Clerk Riggs, Water Superintendent Paul Schmid, Code Enforcement Officer Ken Kierl 

Guest – Mike Younger, Rick Bunyard, Sherrie Bunyard, Robin Wunderlich, Kristen Manzer and Ed Cornett 

Guest via Zoom – City Attorney Alleen VanBebber, Roanna Elliott and Kristina Kraft 

Mayor Wiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was done.  Pledge of Allegiance was cited. 

7:03 p.m. Guest Kevin Nordquist joined the meeting 

7:05 p.m. Kristina Kraft joined the meeting via zoom 

Mike Younger, engineer with EBH came with plans for the mayor to sign a permit application so he can get 

the information sent into the state.   Younger gave the city a summary of where they stand.  Younger has 

been working with the city’s contractor APAC to see if they city was in budget.  Right now, the construction 

fund has $850,000.00. The 1st bid came out about $1.2 million, Younger mentioned the city does have some 

ground to make up.  That was the intent with working with APAC to come up with ways to bring some of the 

cost back down to come within budget.  The plan was not to do anything with filter one, but after talking with 

Schmidt, filter one is on its last leg, and it needs money spent on it too and that is another $87,000.00 that 

just tore up the budget all over again.  Younger had to really make a crunch and make things fit.  Younger 

wonders if there are any other things to take out. Younger states if we add back in the filter, we stand 

$27,000 out of budget and need to find it somewhere. Councilman Riggs stated that the city does not want to 

go back to the public and ask for more money so we will have to cut something else we would have gotten.  

Younger mentioned the other monkey wrench is how much the city ends up getting from the SCADA system 



from the insurance on the lightning strike.  Younger states the filter is high on the list.  Councilman Robert 

explained to Younger that hopefully the contractor understands that is all the money the city has.  For sure, 

Younger needs to get the plans submitted to the state in the next day or two.  Younger left two sets of plans, 

one for Schmidt and one for the city hall. Councilman Riggs made a motion to allow Younger to proceed on 

with the plans to the state.  Councilman Klepper 2nd. Motion passed 5-0. 

Clerk Riggs mailed out 22 grass letters on Ordinance 434. Code Enforcement Officer Kierl did state it has been 

wet but there has been plenty of time to mow.  Kierl has had feedback from a couple of people.  Kierl hasn’t 

had much luck with landowner Kevin Nordquist or Daniel Hanson.  Council had previously given Kierl the go 

ahead and proceed on with the letters.  Clerk Riggs sent the letters out in plenty time.  Kierl asked if citizen 

Rick Bunyard could get in and get the bulk of the grass mowed and baled.  Kierl explained to Bunyard that if 

the city was going to follow the ordinance from this point forward, that this will be the last time it will be 

baled.  Kierl mentioned the city does need something set in stone about haying grass.  The city does have 

ground in town that is zoned agriculture.  Kierl does understand that we have had a lot of rain.  If Bunyard 

does mow and bale, he is requested to remove the grass within two weeks.  VanBebber states that this is a 

simple procedure, the city has an ordinance, and it needs followed.  The property owner mows, or the city 

will mow, and the owner will be charged.  Kierl stated that if the yards aren’t mowed by the time Kierl is 

ready to mow, the city will be mowing.  According to the ordinance, the city is only required to send one 

letter to the landowner one time a year. Councilman Riggs mentioned that if Bunyard can get in on some 

properties it is like a reset, it probably will help the landowner get rid of some of the material and it only 

makes sense.  Kierl also brought it to the council’s attention that we do have the letter back from the city 

attorney on Ordinance 431 regarding “nuisance” and Kierl does have a significant number of properties that 

will be on that list for Clerk Riggs to send out.  Clerk Riggs asked what procedure was if the city would happen 

to mow.  Kierl stated that if the city mows, the city sends out a bill, the landowner has 30 days to pay it and if 

it does not get paid, Clerk Riggs is to send to the county clerk so it can be applied to the landowner’s taxes.  

Councilman Robert made motion to allow baling of the properties who all got letters weather permitting, if 

not, the city will act. Councilman Riggs 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Guest Kevin Norquist was next on the agenda.  Nordquist asked the council if code enforcement is a paid 

employee.  VanBebber replied to Nordquist’s question that Ken Kierl is a paid employee.  Nordquist then 

questioned if Kierl was an independent contractor and when did the city start getting into mowing yards.  

Councilman Robert explained to Nordquist that the city does not own his property, he does.  The city owns 



the cemetery, and the city hires the grass to be cut and it is put out to bids, Robert also mentioned the city 

has its own mower and the city has employees that use that mower to mow properties.  Nordquist 

interjected again about properties located around his property that have not been mowed and Councilman 

Riggs explained that those properties also received letters. 

Rick Bunyard questioned about his culvert on his property.  He is aware that it is wet, but it has caved in and 

would like it taken care of once the weather clears up. 

Councilman Robert made a motion to approve of the minutes as presented.  Councilman Kraft.  2nd.  Motion 

passed 5-0. 

Clerk Riggs explained that the city has a payment due to Junction Insurance on July 1st, but since the council 

will not meet until July 5th, Riggs went ahead and put the check in the bills to be paid so the insurance 

doesn’t lapse.  Clerk Riggs also mentioned that August 11, 2022, there will be a free KOMA/KORA training in 

Eureka at the High School.  She plans on attending this training and encourages anyone else to attend.  

Councilman Robert questioned the invoice for the pulley and rope.  Clerk Riggs explained that the American 

Flag was on the ground last week and the mechanism on the pole had broken.  Councilman Robert 

mentioned there is one at the cemetery in the same condition.   

Council President Warren asked about the flag out on the highway sign.  Schmidt stated there was not no 

electricity and if you fly a flag, there needs to be a light on the flag at night.  Clerk Riggs did inform the council 

that the large AT&T bill now has a credit of $575.00.  After the credit runs out, the phone line bill will be 

approximately $85/mo. 

Councilman Kraft made a motion to approve the bills.  Council President Warren 2nd. Motion passed 5- 0. 

Council President Warren made motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  

Councilman Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Schmidt reported that the city made another insurance claim on the Scada system due to a lightning strike.  

Schmidt stated that the city is on the list for Kwikom but could be another few months. 

Clerk Riggs needs to contact the company and see why the city is not getting paid since the contract was 

signed.  VanBebber explained to the council that it is lease and it is a 5-year contract.  VanBebber states that 



the contract was signed by the former Mayor and contact needs to be made as to why the company isn’t 

paying. 

Schmidt said the mower was down for a few days.  A bracket was installed, and it is back up and running.  

Councilman Robert told Schmidt if the city runs into a snag to let him know and he is willing to help with the 

mowing.  Schmidt stated with all the rain it has been destroying the roads and ditches. 

Old Business  

Councilman Robert made a motion on closing the small checking account at Home Bank & Trust Co and to 

close the safety boxes at the bank and bring the information back to the city. 

Councilman Klepper 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

New Business 

Clerk Riggs completed a work comp audit that was due by June 1st. 

Clerk Riggs explained that people are burying cremations and the city is unaware when it happens.  Clerk 

Riggs suggest maybe putting some signs up.  Schmidt requests putting a foot of soil on top for a cremation if 

the family would happen to do the digging.  Councilman Robert suggests that when there is a cremation 

burial, contact needs to be made with Schmidt.  The city allows two cremations in one plot and if someone 

doesn’t know where to dig the hole, then the second cremation might not fit.  Clerk Riggs said the Ordinance 

states there is a $20.00 record keeping fee for cremations.  Councilman Robert told the clerk he would get 

back with her on where the other signs at the cemetery came from.  VanBebber will be checking into the 

statue on cremations.  

Clerk Riggs has all the water utility billing bad debt under control.  Riggs sent letters out to property owners 

who own homes that are used for rentals and informed them that the tenants were going to be shut off if the 

utilities were not paid.  Councilman Riggs thought Severy was tolerant because there were other towns that 

buy from rural districts and don’t have that luxury. 

 

Councilman Robert made a motion to go into executive session for 15 minutes for discussion on employee 

performance at 8:27 p.m. with legal counsel and Water Superintendent Schmidt present.  Councilman Kraft 

2nd. Motion passed 5-0.  No action taken. 



Councilman Robert made motion for 5 more mins at 8:45 p.m. for discussion on employee performance with 

legal counsel and Water Superintendent Schmidt present.  Councilman Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Meeting was back into session at 8:50 p.m.  No action taken. 

Mayor Wiss made a recommendation to allow Casandra Myers to be hired for the Treasurer’s position.  The 

Treasurer’s position is already in the city’s yearly budget.  Councilman Robert made a motion to accept the 

mayor’s recommendation for Casandra Myers as the Treasurer for the city.  Councilman Kraft 2nd. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

Council President Warren made a motion to hire additional part - time employee for weekends and holidays 

with a minimum of 20 hours per week and a maximum of 29 hours per week and to be supervised by 

Schmidt.  Councilman Robert 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Clerk Riggs did mention that when the council signs the checks, they will notice there are two former elected 

officials that will be receiving a check per the accountant’s request.  Clerk Riggs mentioned that the 

accountants are cleaning up some old financials in the Quick books accounting program and those checks had 

never cleared the city’s financial institution.  

Councilman Klepper questioned the semi situation from last month.  City Attorney VanBebber is working with 

Council President Warren about the semi parking and is preparing a new street/vehicle ordinance. 

Guest Sheri Bunyard asked Mayor Wiss if she may speak for a few minutes.  Bunyard stated she has been 

coming to the meetings because she has an interest, but she is not allowed the paperwork that the council 

discusses during the meeting.  She requested an approval from the council to be allowed the minutes, 

treasurer’s report, and anything else the council speaks about that she is not privileged to.  Clerk Riggs 

explained to City Attorney VanBebber that Mrs. Bunyard had come into the city office today prior to the 

meeting and Riggs explained that Bunyard is not allowed the information until the documents have been 

approved by the council.  City Attorney VanBebber said once the information has been approved by the 

council, then it becomes public record, but not until they are approved.  Example: May’s minutes, treasurer’s 

report and bills were approved, and she is willing to have that documentation.  Up until then the information 

is nothing but a draft.  Then the council has decision to either accept or change them.  At that time, if the 

documentation is approved the minutes, are official record.  VanBebber said any individual has a right to 

appear at a council meeting to only observe.  Bunyard does not have a right to speak but has a right to be 



heard.  VanBebber stated for the past 3-4 months she has been watching via zoom, Bunyard has been given 

the right to speak. 

Councilman Klepper made a motion to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.  Councilman Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 


