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CITY OF SEVERY 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

DECEMBER 5, 2022 

7:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

Present: Mayor Donna Wiss, Council President Marc Warren, Council Members Lyle Riggs, Rodger Kraft, Ron 

Robert, and Kevin Klepper, Clerk Tessa Riggs, Water Superintendent Paul Schmidt, and City Attorney Alleen 

VanBebber (via Zoom) 

Absent: Treasurer Casandra Myers 

Guest: Robin Wunderlich 

Mayor Wiss called the regular business meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  Roll was called.  Councilman President 

Warren moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes with the City Attorney and Clerk Riggs to discuss 

legal matters.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0.   

After two back-to-back executive sessions were held for legal matters, no action was taken after returning to 

open session. 

Guest Robin Wunderlich came into the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Kraft moved to accept the minutes.  Warren 2nd.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

Riggs moved to accept the bills as presented.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Clerk Riggs presented the council with the Treasurer’s report.  Council questioned why the compensating use 

tax is going into the 1% street class fund.  Clerk Riggs stated she is following how the QuickBooks system was 

set up when Treasurer Myers was the clerk.  Clerk Riggs needs to check with the Treasurer and see what the 

explanation is.  Warren moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Robert 2nd.  Motion passed 

5-0.  

 



On Schmidt’s monthly water superintendent’s report, he mentioned that the Salt Creek Pump has been 

installed.  Clerk Riggs received a letter from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment which stated 

that they have no objection of putting the antenna on top of the water plant.  The Kansas Department of 

Agricultural letter also mentioned that the dam needs to be inspected by a state licensed engineer.  Clerk Riggs 

sent an email to our current engineer and asked if that would be something he would be willing to do.  Mike 

Younger replied with a quote for what it would cost.  Younger does several dam inspections a year.  He quoted 

$3,300.00 and that would include the inspection, preparing the report, and submitting it to the Kansas 

Department of Water Resources.   Riggs asked if this was something that must be completed every year and 

Schmidt replied that it depends on how the dam is listed, whether it is high or medium risk, Severy’s dam is 

right in the medium risk.  Schmidt believes that is a 5-year plan but will check in it.  Mayor Wiss asked the 

newest council members if they understand what Paul is explaining in this report, just so if they are questioned 

by the public they will know how to answer.  

Schmidt added that the cemetery needs some branches cleaned up, and the sewer lagoon discharge still needs 

to be fixed.  The fire department had a chili feed this past weekend.  They had a decent turnout and brought 

in approximately $600.00.  The fire department has some new members and they do need bunker gear. The 

streetlight was installed by Evergy.  Schmidt stated we are going to need some money to put against a new 

mower next year, and the city has an old backhoe attachment that has not been used it since the city got the 

backhoe.  Schmidt wondered if that was something that could go out to bid for auction because any money 

could go back into the fund to purchase equipment.  Schmidt said it is just taking up space and if it ever went 

down, there are people in town who do have backhoes, or the city could rent one if need be.  Robert said it 

will need put out to bids to the public and that he had spoken to Schmidt about this and stated that the city is 

going to need a mower, and it is equipment we would use a lot more than using that backhoe attachment.  

Robert also asked about the generator.  Schmidt check on it. 

Robert moved to go with Mike Younger to do the dam inspection for the tower since it is a lot cheaper than 

what the city has paid in the past.  VanBebber mentioned that the KDHE letter told us that prices could range 

from $1,500 .00 - $4,000.00.  Riggs 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0.     
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Robert requested that Schmidt close the gun range as soon as the contractor starts work on the Water Plant 

Project.  In the previous week, Schmidt, Clerk Riggs, Councilman Robert and Councilman Riggs called Evans, 



Bierly, Hutchison Engineer Mike Younger, the supervising engineer for the Water Plant Project, to discuss how 

communication processes would proceed during construction. 

Under new business, Clerk Riggs reminded Council that last month Schmidt had asked about an increase on his 

phone reimbursement, since the majority of his phone time is used for his job.  Warren moved to increase 

Schmidt’s phone reimbursement to $60/month.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Clerk Riggs informed the council about the lightning strike on the SCADA system that occurred in October 2021.  

EMC Insurance has made several calls about the status of the repair.  Clerk Riggs stated that, according to EMC, 

this incident happened in October 2021 but there was no communication about it until March 2022.  The repair 

went out to bids and the city settled with Don’s Electric.  EMC paid out on the temporary repairs and half of 

the invoice from Don’s Electric in June 2022.  Mike Younger thinks we are a year out from having the new 

system up and going, and this will be one of the last items to be completed EMC does not want to retain the 

remainder of the settlement amount for that long, but it is willing to do a policy release.  Once the document 

is signed a check will be issued for the remainder of the amount.  Clerk Riggs sent all the information to City 

Attorney VanBebber for review.  Clerk Riggs mentioned that these insurance proceeds will be set aside and will 

not be spent until the SCADA is installed. The utility rate increases were tabled until next month. 

Klepper moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes at 8:26 p.m. for non-elected personnel for Christmas 

bonuses and raises.  Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0.  Council went back into regular session at 8:41 p.m.  No 

action was taken.  Warren moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Kraft 2nd.  Motion passed 5-0. 
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