
CITY OF SEVERY 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2023 

7:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL, SEVERY KS 

Present: Mayor Donna Wiss, Council President Marc Warren, Council Members Lyle Riggs, Rodger Kraft, Kevin 

Klepper, Clerk Tessa Riggs, Code Enforcement Officer Ken Kierl and City Attorney Alleen VanBebber (via zoom) 

Guest: Mike Younger - Evans, Bierly & Hutchison Associates, P.A. and John Plonka 

Absent: Treasurer Casandra Myers 

Mayor Wiss called the regular business meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and 

roll was called.   

Mike Younger, project engineer with Evans, Bierly & Hutchison Associates, brought the Council up to date on 

the water plant project.  The contractors have completed preliminary things to the point where they are ready 

to commit to a start date of September 25, 2023.  One item that will need to be done is to approve and sign 

the Notice to Proceed which starts the contractors’ start time.  Younger mentioned that several items caused 

what has taken so long was from the time the contract was signed to now.  One delay was from the filter 

figuration they were going to use.  The determination was going to put too much force on the old footing of 

the building being right next to it, which means there are three locations that will attach to the water plant 

where the footing will help share the weight.  The next item on Younger's list will be the Change Order.  The 

work to extend those three columns and the excavation work is $12,100.00.  Younger explained that while 

working with APAC he asked what could be done to help with this cost.  Younger mentioned there was a 

drainpipe designed for the lagoons, and Younger is proposing the City take on that work instead of the 

contractor.  The savings from that would offset the additional cost of the concrete.  The City would take on the 

work in-house, but the end result would not exceed the budget for the water plant job.  Younger stated that 

the work would consist of a 6” pipe with an elbow and there will be an elevation at the cut-off point.  Warren 

questioned if this should be done prior to the project starting. Younger replied that it could be done at any 

time.  Younger explained that earlier in the day, himself, Councilman Riggs, Water Superintendent Schmidt, 



Clerk Riggs, an EBH Technician, and the contractor all met at the water plant to go over the plans.  Younger 

mentioned that doing the rehab work is trying to keep Severy in the water business due to tying into existing 

pipes.  Younger stated the contractor is used to doing this and Severy is getting a good foreman.   

Riggs moved to approve the Change Order.  Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Riggs moved to approve the Notice to Proceed.  Klepper 2nd. Motion passed 4-0  

Kraft moved to approve the Revenue Neutral Hearing minutes.  Riggs 2nd. Motion passed 4-0. 

Warren moved to approve the budget hearing minutes.  Riggs 2nd. Motion passed 4-0. 

Riggs moved to approve the August 2023 minutes.  Klepper 2nd. Motion passed 4-0. 

Warren moved to approve the August 2023 bills as presented.  Kraft 2nd. Motion passed 4-0. 

Klepper moved to approve the August 2023 Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 4-

0. 

Kierl reported that no grass violation letters were sent out in August due to dry weather. Kierl would like the 

Council to consider looking at taking action on the next property that contains a nuisance violation.  Kierl 

mentioned if there was an emergency, the EMS or fire department could not safely get to someone inside.  The 

yard is being mowed but the property needs to get to the point where there are no safety and health issues.  

Kraft moved to approve a Resolution for the Order of Violation to start the process at 106 N. Severy Avenue.  

Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Kierl noted that a property on the corner of Hobart Avenue and Elm Street has two large piles of tree limbs 

that need to be removed.  A violation letter can be sent for public nuisance, or the council could consider 

working with a Severy Helpers Volunteer Group if the property owner is someone who doesn’t have the 

financial or physical ability to do something to cure a violation.  Kierl will communicate with the property owner 

in this case to see what they can work out.  

Kierl ended his report by discussing how the city is trying to keep the streets maintained, but Water Street has 

a lot of truck traffic.  He requested the council to limit the heavy truck traffic so the City can start working on 

it.  Riggs suggested putting a sign at each end.   



Schmidt reported that the new city pump is installed and running.  Schmidt needs assistance on water plant 

issues.  Labor Day Festivities went well.   Clerk Riggs will need to order some new flags and brackets for around 

town.  A cemetery vault company installed two vaults incorrectly.  Clerk Riggs has notified the company and 

they are supposed to come and fix them.   

Under Old Business, Clerk Riggs stated that it is not in the 2023 budget to purchase a new mower, but the 

accountants have put it in the 2024 Budget.  Riggs questioned if the City could make payments since the 

mowing season is about over.  Warren moved to table the lawn mower to the October meeting.  Riggs 2nd.  

Motion passed 4-0.  Clerk Riggs stated she received communication on August 31st that the bench and tether 

ball pole for the park are finished and ready for delivery.   She requested for the company to bring it after Labor 

Day due to Schmidt’s work-order load for Labor Day festivities.  Both items will be delivered on September 8th. 

Under New Business, Visitor Plonka said that he is seeking part-time work.  Plonka explained that he can run 

any kind of machinery.  Schmidt would like Plonka to learn the process of the water plant.  Mayor Wiss noted 

that part- time employment is 29 hours per week.  Riggs stated Schmidt has made it clear that after the water 

plant project is completed, he may be leaving, and the City needs someone to make that transition and the 

Council needs to be prepared.  Plonka will come in to talk with the Mayor, Clerk, and Water Superintendent 

and fill out all the necessary paperwork. 

Kraft moved to go into executive session for a total of 35 minutes to consult with city attorney for matters that 

are subject to attorney client privileges.  Riggs 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Meeting resumed back into session.  No action was taken. 

Klepper stated that, during the Labor Day festivities, Kansas Avenue had some damage from cars in the parade 

doing" burnouts".  With the Severy Community Activities organization having been in charge of the parade, 

VanBebber suggested that Kraft get information on the matter for legal review.  Warren would like to thank 

employee Gareld Rollings for the repair work he did on the north end of Kansas Avenue to fix a property 

owner's yard that was damaged during street repair. 

Klepper moved to adjourn.  Warren 2nd.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

 


